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%ldo Lee McAtee, nationally known wildlife scientist, retired from Government 

service on September 30, 1947, after 43 years of duty with the Fish and Wildlife 

Service and its predecessor agency, +&e Bureau of Biological Survey, Klbert 14. iby, 

Director of the Service, announced to&y. 

Nr. McAtee is widely known as nn authority on the food of birds in relation to 
a&-iculture, and has been active in tln,e planning and supervision of Federal investi- 
gations into the food ha3its of birds, reptiles and aqhibians. 

Nr. McAtee was born at Jala?a, Indiana, on Januaq 21, 1883 and received his 
elemen-tary education in the local grade schools and the Narion, Indiana high SChOOl. 

In 1904 he was graduated from the Ur?iversity of Indiana, where he majored in zool- 
WY. 

In the summer of 1903, Mr. McAtee received a teqorary appointment with the 
Dureau of Biological Survey as a biological expert. After his cmdua.tion from col- 
lege Lmd he was assigned to the study of the food ha3its of birds and mammals. Dut+- 
in2 .c.e next two years he continued his academic stu%es and in 1906 was awarded his 
Masts? 02 Arts degree b;i Indiana University. 

In 1916 KcAtee was named assistant biologist in charge of economic ornithology. 
He continued in this position Iuntil 1921 &en the Division of Food Ea3its %search 
was set up and he was placed in charge of the work. %ile heading this activity, 
he advanced 3y promotion to senior biologist end, in 1929, to principal biologist 
of the Bweau. 

In addition to his regular work, Mr. McAtee has served since 1920 as Acting 
Curator of Hemiptera for the U. S. national Museur;:. He was also a member of the 
Dqxrtment of Agriculture Committee on Iend Utilization from 1922 until the dissolv- 
ing 02 that body in 1930 and contributed valuable services in formulating the land 
policies of the Department. 

In. June 1936 Mr. NcAtee was appointed es Technical Advisor to the Chief of the 
juurezu of Biological Survey, and Research Specialist. After the formabi~n of the 



l?i& Fnri Wildlife Service in 1940, he continued in the role of Technical Advisor to 
tSz Director. 

Investigations -in tne field have t&en Mr. McAtee to all 3ut two of the 48 
states. In 1927 he was sent to Zurqe to study continental methods of raising game 
Sirds in captivity, and while there visited museums in the grincipal cities of 
a:roiie to investigate their iileth.Ods of working up e:~erizQm%s. 

His first scientific 2a?ers, 
Sur:s;x of Bi ologi c& Sume;r, 

containing rqorts on his research work for the 
were published in 1905 and since then he has been a 

cm 3 ’ ;.z t contributor to the Goverr-ment~s series of scientific publications and in- 
*o . ..? q x-i.t ive 3ulleti.n~. 
‘0ird.s) 

To date his writings number around 750 scientific, mainly on 
insects, and plants; 

sands of abstracts, 
25 literary; 20 on dialect and others, besides thou 

In recomition of Kr. McAte e’s scientific accomplishments, he was elected a 
Fellow in the American Ornithologists 1 Union and 
from 1920 to 1938. 

served as treasurer of that body 
from 1937 to 1942 he YVXS editor of t’ne Vildlife SocieCyfs 

'T20UiT1221 of Vildlif e Kanegement. t! Vhile a student at the University of Indiana he 
achievxi mtx>oership in the kor”1oraq scientific fraternity, Si,Ta Xi. 
P 

3k also holds membership in the American Society of Tkturalists, Pacific ITortlL- 
T::est Bird ,?nd Mama1 Society, Cooper Ornithological Club, Biological Society of 
%shin,‘ton , Vilson Omitholo~gical Club, i Yew &gland Botanisa.1 Club, Wash ingt on 
Bi(.Co&xl Field Club, &tomologfcal Society of Washizgton, Indiana Academy of 
Science, and is a corresriondlng member of the Royal Xung<ariei Insti$ute of Ornithol- 
ogy. 

Since 1945 idr. ikdtee has h& headquarters at tlr,e iJnivcrsity cf Chicago VJhere 
ile is en.:I:aged in corqiling a “Dictional- y of Verna.c~&r Xemes of Xorth American Birds’ 
el;i&, U;!:,on its co:x~letior, a yeax or 
of Chicago Press. .’ 

so Thence, will be published by the University 
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